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STORIES

 CENTRAL ASIA    

Sharing the hope of Jesus  
as the ultimate refuge 
During the current pandemic, economic instability and social stigmas have upended many 

communities worldwide. In Central Asia, long-term workers Jamal and Yulduz are able to share 

the hope of Jesus as the ultimate refuge and provider.

Jamal and Yulduz, from South Asia, originally intended to serve in 

Central Asia for only three months, but nine years later, they’re still 

ministering. Jamal has created small men’s groups where he can talk about 

relationships with children, fidelity within marriage, HIV and sexual health 

and gender equality. From these groups, Jamal was also able to form 

discovery Bible studies of men who are interested in spiritual matters.

Discipling local believers to lead their own Bible studies and share Jesus’ love with their families is a 

major part of Jamal and Yulduz’s ministry. For local believers, sharing their faith with families is fruit 

of spiritual growth, Jamal explained: “You come to faith, but still you have inside your heart a garbage 

bag that you keep from your former life. Now I became new in Christ, but it’s a process, a journey; it 

takes time to come to this decision.”

COVID-19 has made ministry more difficult, but it’s also provided new opportunities for Jamal and 

Yulduz to share the hope of Christ. People who rely on income from a family member working abroad 

now face increasing poverty as many of those jobs have ended due to the pandemic. The virus itself 

also carries a stigma: For a man, getting sick means failing to protect and provide for his family; for a 

woman, self-isolating brings the shame of separation.

In response, Jamal and Yulduz are raising more prayer; focussing on media ministry, including 

online chats and telephone calls; and distributing simple hygiene and preventative resources in the 

communities. Jamal is also sharing the biblical principle of hope with those he disciples, helping them 

develop increased spiritual, social and emotional strength and an awareness that God is their provider.

Thank you for supporting COVID-19 relief efforts. 
Because of donors like you, OM workers around the globe will be able to continue spreading  

the hope and help of Jesus to the needy during this season of uncertainty.



FUNDS RAISED TO DATE

  $USD 611,240 

CATEGORIES OF FUND USE BY %

   Workers and  
their families  62%

  Media Outreach 16%

   Mobilising  
Local Believers 5%

   Relief Ministries 17%

STATS

“ We are grateful  
for your gift!” 
Dear friends,  

 

My name is Israel Fernando serving 

with OM in Zimbabwe as a mobiliser 

working mostly among the youth.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank you for the timely financial 

gift I received from you during this 

time of COVID-19. As a country, 

we are on a national lockdown 

compounded with travel restrictions 

and movement of essential goods.  

 

The gift we received helped us as a 

family to buy some foodstuffs. We 

are grateful for this. Attached is a 

photo with my wife and children.  

 

Blessings, 

Israel Fernando 

OM Zimbabwe

 ZIMBABWE  



We won’t let  
the coronavirus  
stop our work to
spread the GOSPEL 

www.om.org
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