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When South Africa went into lockdown in 2020 to combat the 

spread of the new coronavirus, Marleen and her team adapted 

their children's ministry resources to be shared and taught online 

- reaching further than they could ever have imagined. 

The Reading Holiday Club, as it is known, 

teaches underprivileged children living in African 

countries to read using material based on the 

African context. It includes fun games that do 

not require many resources, helping teachers 

motivate children. 

"Even if many children are going to school, 

learning how to read is often a struggle," 

explained Marleen. 

Through developing this OM Ministry, Marleen 

realised that children are part of God's plan now. 

"There is a big need to train children's workers, 

and it is important to test methods and material," 

said Marleen. "In many countries the population 

is young, with 50 per cent being under 15 years of 

age. To reach them, we need a plan and a strategy, 

and it is important to see children as the 'now 

generation,' rather than the future generation." 

Recently, the coronavirus lockdown widened the 

scope of the ministry from working face-to-face 

to online. Colleagues from Latin America, Asia 

and Australia have shown an interest. 

"The response makes me excited!" exclaimed 

Marleen. "Of course, we adapt to fit the context, 

but children are children all over the world." 

The team is also mentoring children's workers 

in various African countries, who, in turn, train 

others to teach more children to read, learn  

Bible verses and how to pray. 

"My plan was to teach children, but God had 

other plans," said Marleen. "Today I am not 

teaching in a school, but still using my teaching 

skills. My passion is still the same: to see all the 

children in the world reached with the good  

news of Jesus." • 

Thank you for supporting COVID-19 relief efforts. 
Because of donors like you, OM workers around the globe will be able to continue spreading  

the hope and help of Jesus to the needy during this season of uncertainty.

Passion for the 
‘now generation’



FUNDS RAISED TO DATE

  $USD 1,379,235

CATEGORIES OF FUND USE BY %

   Workers and  
their families  68%

  Media Outreach 1%

   Mobilising  
Local Believers 21%

   Relief Ministries 10%

STATS

We are writing you from Finland, where our 

family is serving with OM's Plant ministry, to see 

vibrant communities of Jesus followers established 

throughout Europe.

This has been a challenging year for us all and we 

want to express our gratitude to God for the love 

and care He has shown us through your love and 

generosity. We can imagine that these times have 

been equally challenging for you, so we appreciate 

your sacrifice all the more. 

Some of our regular supporters have had to cut back or 

withdraw support, but the Lord, through your support, 

has provided for all our needs and enabled us to 

continue in ministry. We are humbled and amazed. 

May God bless you and provide richly for your every 

need as you continue to trust Him and may His name 

be glorified through His church. 

In the love of Christ our Savior,

— Ottoson family

THANK YOU NOTE FROM   FINLAND  

“ The Lord has provided  
through your support!”



We won’t let  
the coronavirus  
stop our work to
spread the GOSPEL 

www.om.org
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